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As the campaign for Feb. 6 general elections entered its final week, public opinion polls indicated
that the race between the two leading presidential candidates remained just as close as it has
been since the campaign began late last year. The two front-runners Jose Maria Figueres, from the
opposition National Liberation Party (Partido de Liberacion Nacional, PLN), and Miguel Angel
Rodriguez, from the governing Social Christian Unity Party (Partido Unidad Socialcristiana, PUSC)
have resorted to "dirty" campaign tactics and mud slinging in an effort to break the impasse (for
previous coverage of the campaign.
The election platforms of the two candidates are, for the most part, indistinguishable. The only
significant programmatic difference is that Figueres promises to increase social spending, while
Rodriguez says he will strictly uphold the free-market policies of current President Rafael Angel
Calderon. For the most part, however, campaign publicity has dealt little with concrete issues,
focusing instead on mutual insults, accusations, and personal attacks exchanged between the two
candidates. Three separate public opinion polls conducted in early February all suggest that the race
is now too close to call. A survey by the CID-Gallup firm gave Figueres 44.3% of the vote, compared
to 41.6% for Rodriguez.
A poll by Borge y Asociados also showed Figueres slightly ahead with 45.5% support, compared to
Rodriguez's 44.8%. On the other hand, a survey by UNIMER had Rodriguez in the lead with 46.9%,
compared to 45% for Figueres. But in all three polls, the margin of error was at least 3%, making the
percentage differences between the two candidates statistically insignificant. Not surprisingly, all
of the public opinion surveys also demonstrated only marginal support among voters for 14 tiny
minority parties which are as well running candidates in the elections. The PUSC and the PLN have
dominated Costa Rican electoral politics for the past 45 years.
Meanwhile, as election day grows near, reports of campaign irregularities have mushroomed. The
most serious accusations involve several schemes to "buy votes." Among other examples, leaders
of the two front running parties have offered special "coupons" for low-income voters which the
parties promise to honor at a later date for reduced prices on housing, food, or health care. In late
January, both the Supreme Electoral Tribunal (Tribunal Supremo de Elecciones, TSE) and the
Judicial Investigations Department (Organismo de Investigacion Judicial, OIJ) confirmed that they
were conducting investigations into these and other allegations of campaign irregularities on the
part of both the PUSC and the PLN. The activities under investigation constitute a clear violation
of Costa Rica's election laws. Nearly 1.9 million Costa Ricans are registered to vote in the elections.
In addition to a new president and vice president, they will elect 57 members of the Legislative
Assembly and local authorities in 81 municipalities throughout the country.
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